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‘ O, Master !

J Thou art the real goal of human life,
We are yct but slaves of wishes,

J Putting bar to our advancement,

I Thou art the only God and Power,

i To bring us upto that stage.
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EDIVORIAL NOVES
& CONMENTS

Dear Readers,

Greetings ! The Editor trusts that for those who had no
opportunity of reading, understanding and imbibing the
import of beloved Master’s Hindi article in the issue No, 1
of this year, have been able to fill the gap by gomg through
the English rendering of the same article in ﬁne No. 2.
But this  is only the beginning part of the whole action
series required of all abhyasis and preceptors of the Mission
without  exception. Whatever has been understood and
imbibed must be cogitated over and utilised inaction i.e. in
active day to day life, mental thinking and behavioural
attitudes. Then only can some restitution be made to
compensate for the depth of ingratitude inherent in the
grossly lethargic manner in which members of the Mission
have been cajoling themselves into the belief that they are
doing exactly as taught by the Master, while all the time
doing practically the opposite, thus driving dutiful and
beloved Master to the desperation of crying out against his
luck and fortune. We trust the impact of the original article
and its English rendering has been adequately felt by every.
one in order to activate further action on the correct lines
and maintain it right through,
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Master was in Madras as per plan from the night of
30th March to the morning of 6th April when he left for
Kuala Lumpur by air with the General Secretary accompany-
ing him te look after his physical needs and welfare and to
assist him in every manner possible in the discharge of his
programme and plans in the East. Sahaj Marg kas truly now
penetrated into the East ;and, will definitely take a strong
hold on the region and #ill very soon extend its penetration
into the Far East also, Master is expected to return on
23rd of April to Madras, be in Madurai on 29th, 30th
April and 1st May in connection with his completion of 78
years of age on the 30th April and thus give an opportu-
nity to abhyasis who will be collecting there for the occasion
to congrepate together and obtain the benefit of personal
direct transmission from the Master and put up a collective
prayer in a very thankful and grateful manner for the
continued presence of Master amongst the citizens of this world
in perfect health and: well-beiag so that the benefits of his
presence in this world may be available to larger sections of

society as days proceed.

Master éxpects to be back on the 7th of May at
Shahjahanpur,

We regret that the Publications Manager could not find
room in issue No. 2 for Toni Bernardi’s afticle about which
this FEditor had made a commendatory remark in the
editorial of that issue. We trust this artizle will find its
proper place in the current issue. We  regret we
have not received further material for the column titled

(2)
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Infinite Journey’>. We trust the translator wil!l bz able to
send us further material very soon without waiting for a

separaté¢ and personal invitation to do so.

The Editor looks forward to a very exhilarating and
elevating time at the Birth-day Celebrations at Madurai and
trusts this rare opportunity given to the Southern States to
avail of such a function and opportunity will be availed of
by a very large number of members of the Mission,

Praying for the blessings of Master for everyone,

|5th April, 1977 Your EDITOR

POST SCRIPT

Master returned to Madras on 23rd as per schedule,
but to the dismay of this Editor with a hurt in his left
shoulder, The physical pain of Master has been an agony
and anguish to this editor and certainly to the worshippers
of Master. Our sincere prayers must relieve him of thispain

quickly.
(3




As forecast above by the Editor, Master’s visit to the
East has set up spiritual upheaval among the denizens of
the East. Several centreshave been established and four new
preceptors, ane of them hailing from mighty China, have been
created to help our brother K.V, Reddy of Kaula Lumpur
who has been responsible for having unremittingly engaged
himself in the discharge of his duty to the Missionas a
Precéptor in a superlative and praise worthy manner. His
efforts are wide spreadincluding Nepal, Indonesia, Jaran and
the Pacific Islands like Celebes. It would not be too much to
prophesy that the East cum Far Fast organisation of our
Mission will put into the shade the mighty work of the Master
in Europe and the United States. After all the sun’s brilliance

out the darkness of the night, commencing from the
East.

Editor

My way to Master

( Toni Bernardi, Rome )

Very often 1 have been asked how I have found my
Master, On such occasions, I see in a second the long years
of pain and search, the silent longing of my soul, the
pech_e;r coincicm that have made me walk and Kkeep
walking on the path that would take me to Him. This

j ¢ i @ . Th
Journey started some thirty years ago. It was 1943 €

war had been going on for years but in that particular
moment of my life 1 was living in a petrified state among
petrified souls. I could not understand how the sky could
still be so blue, the flowers still gloriously bloom, the
atmosphere so warm and clear, while a short distance away
destruction and killing was going on, and my soul was
crying desperately alone. Experience must be learned at one’s
own expense and nothing is mere true than this. 1 was
very young, but tragedy had made me grown up all of a
sudden. I felt mutilated of affection and love for human
kind, and with them faith, creed, idealism had crumbled
down, while my soul was watching bewildered, silently
shivering in intense cold that seemed to be everlasting.

Then the Allies arrived and soldiers started to come home;

Rt LA-L 0.

every day someone would return. Ragged soldiers very often
given up for dead, would unexpectedly appear on the
threshhold of their homes and the joyous cries of
their fortunate families would be heard from afar. My
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brothers would never return; no doubt about that; their
bodies wrapped u;—i‘rra camouflaged military canvas were
buried in the small cemetery up on the hill. How many
times [ dreamt of them coming back home. It must have
been so many times that in the recurrent dream 1 started
saying to myself over again. “This time it is not a dream’.
Was I envious of the others who had not died ? My heart
was bleeding and the bleeding of other hearts would only

increase the amount of suffering,

I remember that the day that my brothers were killed,
the German Command had sent two soldiers to my house
to search for weapons. My mother was sitting in a corner
dried out of tears, dried out of despair, They were armed
to their teeth but under the heavy helmets their child-like
faces looked very sorry. They put their guns down, went
near my mother and one of them said :

‘‘Mama, we also have a mama waiting for us; we
understand”” And his voice was very sincere, My mother
lcoked up at them and with a trembling voice said <you
have no fault.”” These are the two different sides of pity.
pity for your own sorrow and pity for the sorrow cf others,
You suffer for your own sorrow and the sorrow of the
people around you. My sorrowing father, crying silently,
holding his head with both hands, is still one of the most
aching remembrance of my life. This was the state of mind
1 was in when unknowingly I walked the first step towards
my Master.

Cne day, | saw a small staircase, climbed up to a
small turret room completely littered with a huge pile of

(6)

books, All my books had to be left behind in Sicily.
M .
Eagerly, T picked up one and read, and as 1 was reading
the words were pouring into me soothing the cdeep ache
of my heart. I read on and on and wondered who was that
man whose words could have such beneficial effect con my
soul, His name was Rabindra Nath Tagore, The title was

«“SADHANA. The subject was ““Reality’’. Further on, I read:

“Once, while travelling through a Bengali village I
came across two ascetics of a religious sect. 1 asked them:
Can you tell me what the specific characteristics of ycur
religion are ? One of them after a thorough thinking said:
«it is difficult to explain, the other one said: “We have
first of all to leain to understand our soul with the help

of a spiritual Master; after that we can find within our

own selves the ONE WHO IS THE SUPREME SOUL.”
¢ Why don’t you teach your doctrine to tke people in the
world 77 And the sage replied” “HE WHO IS THIRSTY
WILL COME OF HIS OWN WILL TO LOOK FOR
WATER.” «But is it really so ? Do reople really come ?”
and he replied with a sweet smile and an air of peaceful
certainty “THEY HAVE TO COME, ONE AND ALL”

That day somewhere deep inside me, a seed had been
sown, the unspoken wish that I too could find such a

Master had formed a strong craving in my subsconscious.
. g g y

But I did not know it at the conscious level. All I knew
at the time was that whoever he was, this Tagore was

speaking the language my soul wanted to hear.

The years that followed the end of the war were
desperately hard. Life had started to normalize but not for



me; everything around me had changed, and 1 would rever

get back what [ had lost. 1 tried desperately to find God

but my religion did not help me. Tagore never let me down,
he was the only light on my difficult road and was pointing

straight to the FEast. I looked for more of his books in
libraries but didn’t find any. Very few friends knew him
as a philosopher, and none as the spiritual teacter that he

was for me,

My soul was restless. I was in search of son ething
which I did not know where to look for, I wanted Reality;
it was there b.ut 1 did not know where. I adored nature
and in the effort of getting to GOD I was splitting his
IDENTITY and in the narrow observation of the bits 1
was missing the WHOLE the real object.

About three years before 1 met Master 1 had a wonder-

¢ i nd sensations in it and
ful dream. There was only light an

even my mind was there :;xly as a spectator, alert and
expectait in wonder. At the beginning. my soul was pervaded
by an immense joy mixed with Eglt_ and sounds; I felt 1
was on the poimf seeing my brothers. Where and how 1
did not know; 1 did not care. It was an awareness which
filled my heart with happiness such as in life does not exist,
a divine happiness without limitations, pouring all over me,
growing and expanding, and then I felt that I was also
going to receive all the things I had renounced in this world
and this upward expanding sensation and the sounds were
increasing and the sound was not really a  sound
but like a chorus of infinite sweet voices that seemed
as one, arising from  somewhere deep inside me,

(8 )

I realized that GOD HIMSELF was there, My soul had
come to surface, out of me or mixed with me, I don’t know
exactly, great as the Universe Itself, appeased and silent,
merged with the oneness. And a thought took form in my
mind and I heard my own voice saying: “What a poor thing
the love 1 considered great is, in comparison with this ! *

This  word description can only give an idea, it can
never do justice to the reality. When I woke up I felt my

soul  emptied and cleaned, every single cell of my blood,
flesh and bones purified, my heart floodrd with light was

filled with happiness which was pouring out of me like a
river. I felt th: nzed to sing. For a few days I felt like

S

this. I was walking without touching ground. No matter
where 1 was every thing around me was shining. Then

slowly this condition faded away, but the m:mory remains.

A few years went by, I was still feeling like the poor

begear looking into Xmas Eve shop windows. But some-

one wiuas watching me from somawhzre and could understand
my state of mind. T started to experience meditation without
having any knowledge of it. In moments of terrible longing
for something inexplicable, I have sat in solitude and felt
my soul responding to the mysterious call of something which
there was no resisting,

My subconscious could feel that the arrival of my
Master was approaching and the longing was making me rest-
less. My inner miad started to be populated with figures;
dark forms sitting on the ground in a mystic atmosplere,
wearing white robes.



They haunted me for years, crying to come out of my
soul until I started painting pictures without krowirg any-
thing about the art, because I felt impelled to pull the figures
out of my heart and give them form. I started painting, 1
loved these people, 1 felt a lick of mysterious affinity with
them. Many years have gone by, many things have happened,
slowly but constantly directing me to my Master. One of the
first sketches I did in black and white is rough and represents
a woman sitting on the floor, legs crossed, hands gathered
on her lap, eyes closed, in deep meditation, No one had ever

told me anything about meditation,

Finally in 1971, I metmy *‘ Messenger of God”. For
some mysterious reason I myself had delayed this meeting
by two years, refusing to be introduced to him. I only knew
him as a bridge player and 1 was not interested in bridge.
Until one winter morning he came with his family to our
mountain house to spend a day on the snow (I cannot help
but think ¢if Mohammed doesn’t go to the Mountain, the
Mountain goes to Mohammed.” Still, for another 6 months

1 tried to avoid this person, or at least 1 think I did.

Then one day, while we were camping with them on
the beach I saw him reading a book; 1 asked him what lLe
was reading. He simply replied: «Itis a book of my Master”
[ felt my heart jumping - I said ‘“A  Master! - you mean
a spiritual Master”? — «Yes” He said «“a Mast r of Spiritual
Yoga” [ couldn’t believe my ears. Then he spoke 1o me
about his Master and his system of medita ion. 1 10ld him
about my life, about Tagore, about my long search. Hetold
me that all the things that had happened to me were

meant for my own good. His azme is G. Satavarzniutiu, he is

a Preceptor in Rome.

(10)

He gave me books to read and taught me how to
meditate, ¢‘Sit down,” he said — ¢ clcse your eyes and ““think
that you have a light in your heart”’, and 1 remembered my
dream and understood what he meant,

In that dream 1 had a glimpse of all conditions that
can be experienced in meditation. I was a synthesis of all
stages described in Sahaj Marg. And to my regret, I know
how far I am from the goal. And also the purification that
I have experienced in that dream can be comrpared to the
wonderful feeling that can be experienced after Master’s
purifying transmission. (Later on when I finally was able
to write to Master about this dream he replied: “Dreams
sometimes bring into view the state which is behind

our thoughts™).

I read Master’s books, they were like food for my
hungry soul. - "“Reality at Dawn”, «Efficacy of Raja Yoga”,
“Voice Revl”, “The Ten Commandments”, etc. I wculd

suggest to anyone to read these precious bouks,

Sometime in November 1971 I wrote my first
letter to Master. The journey had been so long that
I didn’t know how to introduce the strauger that 1 thought
I was to him. So, after some attempts at wiiting a letter,
1 enced up with a very short note. But Master understood
and promptly replied; «It is my duty to help those spiri-
tually who Pine for reace and you will find rot only peace
but something abcve it also.” It was a premise. Master's
promises become effective immcdiately and never stop. They

are like a flow which once started, cannot be stopred

( 11)



any more, unlimited and beyond time. They deal with cosmic

valuss and are based on universal love.

When Master came in, my soul was like a store room,
things were all piled up in a disordered way and covered
with strings of unnecessary emotions, frustrations, resentment
for the long efforts made in vain, He has cleaned my soul
of everything superfluous. Through meditation my Master has
made me discover how all 1 was craving for is inside me,
how one can find in one’s own self the power to overcome
all limitations and discover affinity with the ABSOLUTE of
which one is a part.

The next spring Master came to lialy. It was the first
time in his life that he had got out of India, He was 73
years of age and was quite ill; but he came, I found my-
self waiting at the airport, with other people 1 had never
met before. My soul was waitizg cagerly to  meet Master,
This Master that was traveliing all the way from India
because he had felt the cry of human beings who needed
him. The plane arrived. Almost all passengers had come out;
finally he appeared at the door of the plare and started
climbing down the steps. My eyes were fixad on- him, He
was a little man, well built, of fair complexion, a short white
beard around his face. He was wearing white pyjama trouscrs
and a black tuxedo jacket, with a round collar, buttoned
straight down. On his head he was wearing a white linen cap,
He looked very simple and humble and an extraordinary
peice was emanating from him. His eyes had a particular light
which must be the refiection of his soul, I did not shake
hands with Master but saluted in Indian style.

( 12)

Later that day, I eutered a large room in Casal Palocco
aund there saw my Master sitting with his legs crossed, his
hands gathered on his lap, with a smile in his face, an air
of extreme peacefulness and a look in his eyes which simply
brushed off an entire existence with its load of sorrows,
wounds and frustrations, making me feel “just made” in
crystal clear substance, and in front of my Master a lot of
people sitting the same way, on the floor, all feeling the

same, A scene which was so familiar to my soul and still so

new to my eyes. How God has been gcod to me !
e

For those few days I scemed to live in a particular

atmosphere. A thick curtain has been drawn behind me and

nothing was important any more, ngthing mattered. It seemed

to mz that all 1 needed was there. Even the _many questions
that T wanted to ask him seemed to have lost their meaning.
Woids seemed to be superfluous because what 1 was really
experiencing was much more than anything else expressed

with words,

I felt like a person who after a long starvation finds
himseif the princip:l guest at a banquet. Those few days are
the most extraordinary days of my life, simply filled with
“‘divine grace’”, The Master that God has given me is the
greatest 1 could have hoyed to find in this world, He carries
love with him to warm rpeople’s hearts, he carries heavenly

dew drops to quench peoples’ thirst.

(13)



.
-

My Entry‘i into ®Sahaj Marg?®

(Xm. Rama Madhavi Meda, Hyderabad)

I must have been about 8 years old when my parents
joined the Mission and started the Sadhana. My older brother
and sister joined later. They, all used to participate in the
weekly Satsang, As they could not leave mealone in the house
they used to take me too to the Ashram. I had to sit outside
waiting for the completion of meditation. Whenever there
were spiritual conventions my pirents took me along too.
With growing age my curicsity also grew. I wanted to krow
what they do and what benetit they achieve therefrom.
Unknowingly, love towards Master grew in me. Master’s
face gave me great joy and satifaction. Wherever, | left the
house for school or examination, I inwardly saluted Master
and offzred prayers. Love towards Master was growirg day
by day.

This went on till I became 14. Daily I used to watch
my parents sit for meditation 1 hour in the morning and half
an hour in the evening, I observed their troubled, stained

profiles turning reaceful, serene and calm after mcditation.

Though [ used to spend my time recieving phone calls,
friends etc. while they were meditating, I used to go regu-
Jarly and sit beside them after their «“PUJA” 2nd listered to
the spiritual conversations with the preceptors. 1 arked the
preceptors if 1 could be admitied in the Mission, as I had

a great desire to join it and follow the system; but I was

t 14,

told that there was a minimum age limit of 15 years,
But, my father gave m: the “TEN COMMANDMENTS” of
SAHAJ MARG and certain bocks of the Mission., I used to
read them with intetest and used to clear my doubts
regarding them, through my father and the preceptors, who
were ready with a helping hand, by being very patient and

eager.

On reading the books of “SAHAJ] MARG”, 1 was
burning with the desire to join the Mission. 1 put it forth to
the same preceptor once again, after a few months. After a
few days I was approved, owingto my strong desire to
become a “SATSANGI”. With exteme happiness I took the
first sitting on UGADI day.

[ was overwhelmed by the opportunity given to me and
1 thought I was the luckiest person in the werld. From then
on 1 am doing my meditation regularly, reading the books
of “<3SAHAJ MARG” and jotting out good points in my diary.
Somnetimes, my family members sit and discuss matters and
aspects of “SAHAJ MARG”, and Master’s unique and simple
features, besides various spiritual experiences of the abyasis of
“SAHAJ] MARG”.

The first time 1 saw Master when he came to Hydera-
bad. I felt like sitting by his side without missing his presence
a single moment and listen to his talks with the abhyésis. 1
Joved to watch Lis calm, quiet face so full of love, affection,
sympathy, brotherliness and friendliness. I was fortunate
enough to get a charce to serve as a volunteer when Master
visited Hyderabad, the second time on his birthday.

( 15)



We were very lucky indeed to visit in February1977 the
new Ashram building at Shahjahanpur, constructed and
dedicated to memory of SHRI RAM CHANDRA J1 of
FATEHGARH. Or returning from there, I was asked by
my friends where I have been. 1 told them that I Dhad been
to such and such place and also told them about our system.
Some listened to me patiently, while others argued that
they saw many such Missions and Systems and that they did
not feelthis to be a great one. Though I took to argument
at first, later, I realized that it was wrong on my part to co
so and kept silent,

Once, my parents and 1 visited a famous doctor in
Hyderabad. My father tried his level best to explain SAHAJ
MARG to the doctor, who listened with keen interest. But, while
I was being examined by him he asked me knowing that 1
too am an abhyasi, “How do you feel the system of
“SAHAJ MARG”, do you like it ? My arswer was quick
and spontaneous. “Doctor, 1 feel very peaceful and serere
after joining 1he Mission and 1 also feel like preyagatirg
it to my friends.

So, I'm very grateful to the Mission as I know by
experience that I'm following the right path,

( 16)

DROP IT

S. P, Nainar, Vijayapuri

‘Anathapindika’, a Philanthropist desired to dedicate a
‘Sangharama’ to the '‘Enlightened one’

‘Jetavana’ was found to be the fittest grove for such
dedication. Would Prince <Jeta’ part withthe beautiful and
serene spot ? *Anathapindika’ approached the owner prince
with <thought positive’, Prince ‘Jeta’ said cover the entire
ground of the grove with gold coins - leave the gold to me
and take the grove. ¢Anathapindika’, readily agreed to the
prince’s terms. The grove was acquired, and monasteries wcre
raised. ‘Jetavanarama’ was dedicated to the Tathagata for
use of the Order of Mouks.

‘Dhanaraja’, a rich merchant of the town came to know
of ‘Anathapindika’s gift of the coveted grove to the Master.,
He pondered deeply. ‘For nothing’ such a valuable gift could
not have been made. His enquiries revealed that thereby
<Anathapindika’ had obtained ¢Nibbana’, a state of
‘Supreme bliss and peace’. Peace of mind ‘Dhanaraja’ had
‘None’ as was the case with those of his tribe. He wanted to
purchase the peace and the bliss at ‘any cost.

‘Gotama’, the <Buddha’, was seated on ‘Vajrasana in
he ¢‘Great Hall’. On one side of the Master were seated the
revered monks; on the other side sat the lay-disciples. In
between was the Path to reach the Master for offering

homage.
(17)



‘Dhanaraja’ found the time appropriate to reach the
Master. In his left hand was a large gold plate full of
gold coins, and in the right, one filled with diamonds,

rubies, emeralds, sapphires and other precious stones.

As he was proceeding towards the Master’ he heard
the voice of the Master ‘Drop it’. Thinking it is not
appropriate for one to carry gifts in the ‘left” hand, he
dropped the plate with coins.

Again he heard tke Master say in a voice of command
‘Drop it’.

He dropped the plate in his right hand., He thought
it was really improper and foolish for him to tempt the
great Monk, who had renounced the world and all it

contained,

He now began to walk freely towards the Master with
empty hands to offer his obeisance and ask for forgiveness.
Again he heard the same words repeated by the Master.
This time the tone appeared rather more firm and stern. He
was ‘bewildered’ and with the words ‘Master, 1 am enlightened’
he returned and sat back in his original seat. His face was
radiating with the bliss divine.

The Master also apreared fully satisfied, with his mean-
ingful smile. How was‘Dhanaraja’ enlightened ? How did
the Master help him for his enlightenment ? The Master
had asked ¢Dhanaraja’ to drop his ‘ego’ \I-ness). That is
what He meant by the words ‘Drop it’.

(18

Twice Dhanaraja couldnot catch the real meaning of
the Master’s words. The third exhortation had made him
realise that the Master’s instructions did not pertain to the
plates in his hands but referred only to his ‘ego’, which he
was quick to realize. Instantly he dropped his ‘ego’ and he
was ‘enlightened’,

He cannot be reached by one’s feet.

And He can only be reached

Through non-attachment absolute,
Namalwar : Tiruvoimozhi,

‘Dhanaraja’ was enlightened when he became empty in
body and mind.

That is why without proceeding further, ‘DkLanaraja’ had
returned back. In enlightenment he got everything he could
imagine. He had nothing to aspire for, wish for, or seek
for, *besides’ ¢it’. He had reached the ¢goal of life’, That is
why his face was radiating with the bliss divine. He is no
longer ‘Dhanaraja. He is Buddha dasa-Shantiraja-Nirvanaraja,

What instantaneous transformation.

As for the Master, His face was equally glowing with
satisfaction and joy supreme, for he could ‘redeem a lost soul.’

Great Masters are capable of transforming us for good
by a simple lcok or with a word or two. By that they can
convey the esserce of their whole philosophy or Siddhanta
and help us to immediate realisation. Extensive and intensive
lectures or long periods of peisonal service to the Master

are oot necessary.
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Enlightened Masters do not need a full case history of

our lives and a list of our desires to be processed and
fulfilled.

A realised Master can understand our deep thoughts
‘at sight’, and also our ‘samskaras’ of different births. His
one dose of medicine cures all our ills.

Unless the Master had already ‘chosen us’, we would
not go into his presence.

‘We’ the Sahaj Margis are a!l ‘chosen’ prior to our
entry into this Marg.

(20)

Letter No. 9
(From Sister Kasturi to Shri Babuji)

Your letter has been received, Your blessings made me
very habpy. You have inquired about the heaviness which I
had felt. I think it was of the second tyre mentioned by
you, On the birth-day of Lord Krishna, throughout the day
1 was filled with so much love for God that time and again
my hair stood on end and [ felt the continuous flow of some
power into my heart. The feeling of heaviness in my heart
which 1 Got on that day lasted for just ‘3 days and has
since disappeared totally, leaving the heart empty and light.
I might also haVc. written to you in another letter regarding
this heaviness because from the day [ started practising this
svstem, by the grace of God, never have I felt dispirited.
On the contrary [ have always found myself full of zeal
and energy. No doubt, I become extremely restless if the
remembrance. of God breaks off even for a short while. You

have assured me that it is good to have such restlessness.

Respected Babuji, 1 make a solemn vow that I shall
never look back, nor shall T ever retrace a single step which
1 have taken towards the goal of Realisation of God. Ever

absorbed in His remembrance, I am determined to make my
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way without faltering, [ shall humbly pray to Him, besecch
Him, for my progress towards Him, and will remain firm
in my step and will never turn back. I shall, however.
always continue to be a supplicant for your blessings ard

your kindness,

Letter No. 10
( From Shri Babuji to Sister Kasturiji )

Your letter gave me much delight, I prayed to God
for you when you wrote to me about the heaviness in your

heart. In the matter of God Realisation, both of us are but

—
beggars. It is His will which prevails Itis what He wills which
alone comes to pass without fail. The persons whom draws

towards Mim will alone succeed in_ realising Him. A Persian

poet has said to the same effect. *“No one can have the

pleasure of Your Darshan, if it does not please you”, It would

no doubt be worthwhile asking what Darshan really means;
W‘~.

the condition which it in fact derotes, ard what it is commonly
understood to be. It would be a very lengthy exercise
for me to bring home to you, at this stage, the full
significance of that expressicn. I would, therefore, rather
defer the attempt at definition till Gcd creates the corres-

ponding spiritual condition in you.

( 22)

I am highly gratified by your vow. May God crown
your efforts with success ! May God make you the light of
your home ! Nay, more. May He ordain that suffering
humanity should derive spiritual benefit from you ! People
land themselves in such a dreadful mess that they do not
cherish a genuine interest in or craving for the Ultimate
Omnipotent God. We have, in fact, to be in love with That
which has no colour and no form. Only those whom God
wishes not to bring back to this world, that can possibly
be fascinated by and come to have full faith in this system

which you and all of us are following.
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CELEBRATION OF MASTER’S 78th ( 79th 7 )

BIRTH-DAY

As usual, this birth-day of our beloved Master was
celebrated at all Centres of the Mission with joy aad happi-
ness and was marked by special meditation sittings. But
there was a very specia! celebration this year, held at
Madurai in Tamil Nadu with the co-operation of other
Centies of the Siate and was very largely attended by
abhyasis hailing from Karnataka and Andhra States in
particular. The total number of abhyasis gathered at Madurai
exceeded 800,

The organisers headed by Shri Thasma Swamy, Preceptor-
in-charge of Madurai Centre had paid a lot of attention to
detail and spared no pains in making arrangements on a
Basant Utsava scale. Accommodation had been reserved
mainly at Bangur Choultry and Mangamma Chattram
opposite the railway station and at three other locations
within the city. The main celebrations were held at Periyar
Kalyana Mandapam in the Tallakulam area just across the
Vaigai bridge. The hall was commodious but overflowing with
our abhyisis. Food arrangements were very good and no
separate levy was made for the cost of food. Since food
tickets were not arranged for, there was some slight confu.-
sion especially on the first day when the long distance

chartered buses arrived in the night and all food prepared
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for them had been consumed by local abhyasis on a misguided

invitation by one of the speakers in the hall.

Master arrived from Madras by train at Virudhunagar
early morning on the 29th April. At 5 p.m, He gave a
meditation sitting to the members assembled there alter
which the party proceeded by road to Madurai. Abont 200
people had assembled at the hall in Madurai and weie given
a sitting. Master was accommodated at ITPT Guest House,

at Madurai,

The 30th April, the auspicious birth—day of Masler was
marked by a gathering of all the assembled abhyasis in the
hail being treated to a tremendous spiritual repast at 9-30
a.m. by Master in person. The sitting was followed by
speeches by members, and the souvenir brought out
by the Madurai Centre on this occasion was released
and Master’s message was read out to the gathering by Dr.

C.A. Rajagopalachari,

In the evening a similar gathering took place at 6-30
p.m. and the proceedings commenced with a meditation

sitting by Master.

The next morning after Satsangh, a preceptors’ meeting
was called on the instructioas of Master when the General
Secretary, Shri P. Rajagopalachari addressed the gathering
in the presence of Revered Master and gave a set of home
teuths concerning the general behaviour, conduct and loyalty
to the Mission, the Master and his work with special stress on
certain negative tendencies on the part of some preceptors of
the Mission and the need to avoid such derelictions of duty and

( 26)

base ingratitude to Master, The talk was a generalisation
without specific reference to any individual, The. final exhor-
tation was that all concerned, not only present at the meeting
but also outside in India and elsewhere, should do an honest
heart-searching, list each of his own defects ard takea vow
against repetition., After the meeting a lot of discussions took
place, some desperate, some others even vehement. and most
others calmly resigned, & after about half an hour, the atmos-
phere cooled off with plenty of advice, solicited and unsoli-

cited, fiom all sides.

The return exodus started around 11 a.m and most extra-
Madurai members of the Mission had left by the evening,
having arrived by special chartered buses and so independent.
of the reservation of accommodation troubles aggravated by
the sudden exodus on summer vacation by the student

community.

In the evening of the Ist May, a specially arranged
public meeting took place in the Setupathi High School Hall,
presided over by Shri Somasundaram, Additional Special
Judge of Madurai. The President in his opening remarks
evinced erudition and respectful regard for Master. Quoting
extensively from scriptures and mentioning the power of
Kundalini sakthi in the matter of spiritual progress and
elevation he concluded his talk with new-found respect for
the Sahaj Marg system of sadhana, which to him appearcd
to have simplified the process very considerably and had made
it easier for the common man of today’s times to strengthen
his faith and belief in the possibility of attainment of the
goal of Realisation without any considerable effort of a type
not consonant with the mode of modern life.
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The General Sccretary speaking in  English, recalled
inimitable passages from Master’s life and his own personal
association with him. Freely interspersing quotations and say-
ings of Master he brought out Master’s uarivalled acumen
and perspicacity in regard to answers for questions of any
kind. He exhorted the public of Madurai not to miss this
near opportunity of the physical presence in the world of this
towering divine personality which is unlikely to be dupli-

cated in the near future.

Me was followed by Shri W.H. Srinivasan of Madurai,
who reading from his prepared notes, gave all praise to
Master for his generosity for his unstinted help and assistance
to abhyasis, not only at their request but also in their
physicgl absence.

The _ next speaker was Shri S. Raju of Tiruchirapall,
whose scHoIarly talk gave a vast deal of evidence of his wide
reading of the Tamil scriptures as also of scriptures relating
to Islam, Christianity and Buddhism. His prodigious memory
helped him to generously sprinkle his talk with quotations
spontaneously falling into place from all the mystics of the
Tamil world as also from English translation of the others.
The gquantum of material at his control was ful!ly in evidence
especially since paucity of time compelled him to close his

talk rather in a hurry after 45 minutes of exuberance.

The audience expressed by hand clapping their gratitude
to the speakers. A vote of thanks was offered by Shri T. S.
Rujaram of Madurai, now of Madras, and the function came

to a very happy close with d sease of fulfilment in .the minds

(28)

of eve
ryone. The prayer and the closing song were rendered

by Shri G.S. Mani, our Madras preceptor.

Master left for Trivandrum by air on the 2nd May on

a pri . Lo

private visit at the invitation of their Highnesses Maharaja
Shri

ri Rama Verma and the Rajmata Maharani Sethu Parvati
Bayi.,

yi. A party of a dozen followed by car, The party was

| . .
oused in the Sundaravilasam Palace and looked after very
well,

Master was received at the Kaudiar Palace with due
!
onour and spent 2 hours in the morning and a half in the
evens . . . .

ning n enlightening his hosts and Princess Kartigai

Tirunal, with the details of Sahaj Marg method of meditation’

and an i ir indivi
swering their individual queries inspired ty a real

anxi
Xiety to learn the correct method of meditation. Meditation

sittings were given on both occasions by Master

The whole party was treated to a dinner at the Palace
by the hosts andthe menu consisted of dishes very carefully

th . .
ought over and chosen with essential orientation to Masters

taste and capacity,
Master left Trivandrum by air by midday of the 4th

and arrived Madras the same aftegaoon. He left for Delhi by
the 6a.m. flighton the 6th May,
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The whole function which tcok place in two different
places about 150 miles distant can be summarised in a few
words — A spiritual atmosphere charged and pregnant with
divine power, energy and grace was an unmistakably pervasjve
aura that was evident to all abhyasis. Everyone gathered left
with a tremendous sence of enrichment and an implarted hope

for similar and greater occasions in the near future.

Madras-

7 may, 1977. Dr.C.A,Rajagopalachari.
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